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Book Reviews 451 

Most of this volume is devoted to changes in religion, educa- 
tion, literature, and politics, effected by such outstanding figures 
as James Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Henry 
Clay, John C. Calhoun and Daniel Webster. The book shows an 
extensive treatment of the territorial expansion of that time, especi- 
ally the efforts to secure Texas, California and Oregon, and the 
war with Mexico. On the whole, this book has a decided eco- 
nomic and social trend. It is an effort to account for the significant 
upheavals in our history through connection with important in- 
dustrial and economic events which have materially influenced the 
history of the United States during the last century. The book 
emphasizes the fact that current history can not be easily written, 
that one must be far removed from situations in the past in order 
to weigh the influences having a bearing thereon to determine ex- 
actly how the country has become what it is today. 

Recent History of the United States. By Frederick L. Paxson. 

Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. Pp. 588. 

This book beginning with the inauguration of Hayes shows 
how he reestablished home rule in the South, thus clearing the way 
for a realization of education and economic reconstruction of both 
South and North. The author then treats the civil and border 
strife as expressed in the Mexican Revolution of 1876, Indian wars, 
social unrest, national labor unions, and the "War with Spain. Then 
follows the treatment of post-bellum ideals as expressed by literary 
periodicals and new writers showing a revolution in literature, 
and especially in historical writing. 

In his treatment of silver, greenbacks, railroad and mine booms, 
and the like, he shows that the country had reached a new stage in 
its development when a transition both economic and political was 
apparent. This is made evident by his discussion of election frauds, 
Republican factions, office holders in politics, the abuse of patronage 
and the necessity for civil service reform. Next the author takes 
up the era of prosperity, the disappearance of the frontier, the 
land grants to railroads, the development of the telephone, telegraph, 
typewriter, electrical appliances, and the like, in their bearing on 
the industrial reconstruction of the whole country. 

The author then discusses events more in detail, directing his 
attention to the tariff revision of the eighties, the "Mugwump Cam- 
paign" of 1884, the "Wild "West, labor ideals, protection, populism, 
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the 'revival of the Democratic party through the leadership of Cleve- 
land, industrial unrest, political schism, the Spanish- American War, 
business in politics, the career of Theodore Eoosevelt, government 
control, insurgency, the rise of Woodrow Wilson, watchful waiting, 
neutrality and preparedness, the United States in the World War, 
and the League of Nations. Some attention is also given to the re- 
construction and the election of 1920. 

While the work is a valuable treatise from the point of view of a 
man who is trying to write the history of a particular race, it does 
not come up to the standard of history of the United States in all 
of its national and racial ramifications. So far as the Negro is 
concerned, it merely refers to his undoing as a political factor in 
the Reconstruction, the efEorts for his education by northern sympa- 
thizers, the rise of Booker T. Washington, the elimination of the 
Negro as a factor in the South, the efforts to pass a force bill pro- 
tecting the Negro in the exercise of the right of suffrage, and the 
continued control of the South of the Democratic party. A for- 
eigner who reads this work might wonder whether the Negroes by 
this political upheaval have been exterminated or have emigrated 
from the country. Any student of the history of the whole South- 
land knows that it is centered largely around the Negro and any 
historian failing to take this into account cannot be recognized as 
an authority. 

The Backbone of Africa. A Record of Travel during the Great 

War, with some Suggestions for Administrative Reform. By 

SiE Alfeed Sharpe, K.C.M.G., C.B., formerly Governor of 

Nyasaland. London, H. F. & G. Witherby, 1921. Pp. 232. 

This is the reaction of a public functionary to the scenes of 

colonial life as they appeared to him from a different angle in a 

survey of the whole continent and under the circumstances of a 

political upheaval. He had in mind here the regions of Rhodesia, 

Nyasaland, Tanganyika, Ruanda, the Congo, and the Upper Nile. 

The book is illustrated, well written and suggestive throughout. 

It contains four valuable maps and has an index largely of names. 

Writing from the point of view of the exploiter of Africa, the 

author considers such questions as the disposition of the German 

Colonies coming into the possession of England at the close of the 

Great War, the question of restitution, the partition of Africa, the 

suggested union of the Protectorates in Eastern Africa under a 



